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The State of Giving 

Giving USA: The Annual Report on Philanthropy for 
the Year 2019, Giving USA Foundation (2020)

2019 Contributions:
$449.64 billion total
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The State of Giving 

National Study of Congregations’ Economic Practices 
Lake Institute on Faith & Giving
IUPUI-Lilly Family School of Philanthropy (2019)
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The State of Giving…
In a Pandemic 

• Savings/Endowments
• Worship & Event Participation
• Givers’ Income
• Rental Income
• Methods of Giving
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Finances in a Pandemic
1. Increase communication with 

congregational donors
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Finances in a Pandemic
1. Increase communication with 

congregational donors
2. Assess your income sources
3. Consider expenses you can reduce
4. Identify expenses that can be deferred
5. Prioritize expenses & establish new 

procedures
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Pyramid of Giving
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Gift #
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Pyramid of Giving
• Descriptive
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Pyramid of Giving
• Descriptive
• Prescriptive
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Pyramid of Giving
• Descriptive
• Prescriptive
• Diagnostic
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National Study of Congregations’ Economic 
Practices (2019) 

55% of US congregations say their head 
clergyperson has access to giving records
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National Study of Congregations’ Economic 
Practices (2019) 

Of those who have access, only 58% of clergy 
report actually looking at the giving records.
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National Study of Congregations’ Economic 
Practices (2019) 

In congregations where clergy had access and 
looked, 58% had increases in giving over the 
last three years. 
(Compared to 48% overall—and 42% increased by 10% or 
more!)



Questions, Answers & 
Discussion
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Pay-the-bills:
§ Money is scarce.

§ We have bills to pay if we 
are to survive.

§ Focus is internal and 
insular. 

§ You must do your fair 
share. 

Share-the-vision:
§ We may not be rich, but we 

have more than enough. 

§ We can dare to dream and 
grow in faith. 

§ Focus is external and global. 

§ Partner and grow in faith 
with us. 
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§Moral Obligation

§Theology of Duty

§Institution Centered

§Institutions are to be Trusted

§Institutions are Autonomous

§Budgets are Need-Driven

§Financial Focus is Insular

§Giving is a Contribution

§The Gift as an End to Philanthropy

§Different from Business

§Donor Cultivation

§Theology of Grace

§Donor Centered

§Institutional Trust must be Earned

§Donors are Collaborative Partners

§Giving is Value-Driven

§Financial Focus is Global

§Giving is Creating Change

§The Gift as a Means to Philanthropy

§Embraces Business Practices

The Traditional Paradigm The Emerging Paradigm
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Year Round 
Cycle of Giving
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An Abundance Mindset
“The topic ‘How can we grow?’ took 
up all the energy in the room.  And 
the question ‘In what way are we as 
a congregation alive?’ didn’t occur to 
us.” 
—Rev. Mike Mather Having Nothing, 
Possessing Everything
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An Abundance Mindset

“What do we need?”

“What do we have?”
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An Abundance Mindset
“Sometimes we have to doggedly, 
determinedly believe what God 
promised: There will always be 
enough.”
—Laura Sumner Truax and Amalya Campbell
Love Let Go: Radical Generosity for the Real World



Questions, Answers & 
Discussion


